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CHALKWELL HALL JUNIOR SCHOOL

	Spring term - issue 8                                                                                               February 2012


	Communication


We are always looking to improve the way we communicate with our families in order that everyone is kept informed of what is going on and how we can work together to continue to improve outcomes for your children.  We are aware that too many letters can be overwhelming and so we try to balance this by sending out essential information alongside updates on achievements and events that the children have been involved with.
You will see in this newsletter I have asked the year groups to contribute their own news from things they have been involved in and do hope you take the time to read what they have to say.

We hope to expand on this in the future in order that the children include their own newsworthy items.  If you have any further ideas about how we could improve how we communicate with you please email in with your ideas.
	The Diana Awards
‘anti-bullying

Campaign’


On Monday 6th February 2012 seven of our children (Juliet McConkey, Millie Turner, Tristan Murray, Marco Wilkinson, Jakes Hills, Ella Rapley and Jamie Lovell) represented the school to train as Anti-Bullying Ambassadors in our school.  I would like to share with you the comments of the facilitator of this event which I know the children thoroughly deserved.
“Dear Mr Spence & Miss Rosehill, 

 

Hope that you are well... 

 

I just had to send this note after having the pleasure of working with your amazing students at The Diana Awards 'Anti -Bullying Campaign' day at Basildon Academy. 

 

I am Efe a female mentor and run a youth mentoring company called 'Ushine Ishine'. I was at the event yesterday just overseeing the brilliant work that The Diana Awards do throughout the various schools all over the country and stumbled across your students as I was sitting in on various classes. 

 

The wisdom, kindness and confidence of your young students was such a delight that I decided to stay and work with them in order for them to present their ideas!

I work with a wide variety of young people but I must say that they were in a league of their own and absolutely fantastic!!!

 

This was just to let them know that they did a fabulous job and I was extremely happy and proud to work with them!

 

Thank-you & keep up the great work! 

 

Kind Regards 

Efe”

	Transition arrangements


I am sure you are aware through recent press coverage that arrangements for Secondary School transition are going to be affected by the changes to the selective school entry procedures.  In light of these changes we will be moving the transition meeting for parents with children approaching Year 6 to earlier in the year.  Those children considering a selective school will be offered additional support opportunities from April onwards in Year 5.  Details of these events will be sent out after half term.
	REMINDER


Monday 20th February 2012 is a staff training day.  The school will be closed for children.  Children should return to school on Tuesday 21st February 2012.
	Year 3&4


We had Jeremy Strong in on Tuesday 7th February 2012.  Some of us got his autograph on our own books.  He worked with us in groups and we performed a number of activities with him.  Before all this he told us a bit about himself and his books.
We celebrated 200 days to the Olympics by having a torch relay race.  We first made our torches by decorating card cones.  We then had a race in the park where we had to run 200m in groups holding our torch.

We made our creative homework for the ‘Up, Up and Away’ topic.  There were hovercraft, war planes, propeller-driven planes, and many more.

We did times table challenges.  If you complete them you get a star.  There are three challenges and a star for each one.  They are gold, silver and bronze.  The fastest time in the year group was achieved by Ibraheem Chowdary in 1 minute 59 seconds.

We learnt about the history of flight.  We were each given a year and we got into groups.  We researched our year and created a report about it.

	Year 5


Children in Year 5 have been inspired and thoroughly enjoyed the ‘Cities of Gold’ topic this term, where we have been learning about the Ancient Aztecs.  They have developed their skills of persuasion (you may have noticed at home!) to encourage settlers to Tenochtitlan, to advertise for new recruits, to convince the community that they should not be sacrificed and to describe the role of Cortes in the fall of the Aztec Empire.  On 27th January 2012 the children spent the day as Aztecs.  They looked bright and colourful in their costumes and head-dresses.  They learnt the skills of weaving and bartering, they learnt to play Patolli, an important Aztec game and tasted foods that the Aztecs would have eaten.
On 13th January representatives from the Learning Council and Olympic Committee were given the opportunity to travel to The Houses of Parliament for a fascinating tour of the House of Lords and the House of Commons. The day concluded with a mock election. Thank you to Mia Joseph, Will Stacey, Brandon Gill, Faith O’Brien, Hope Kensall, Samuel Mellor, Molly Rankin, Oliver Gurnett, Rebecca Farrell and India-Rose Barge who were marvellous ambassadors for our school.

All Year 5 classes have been working on an ‘Attitudes to Learning’ scale where the good habits for effective, lifelong learning have been explored.

We have been working on musical theatre skills with specialist teachers from Chase High through their Primary Enrichment Scheme as a follow up to our previous topic ‘The Circle of Life’.

Many of Year 5 have been committed members of the school choir and orchestra and will have the opportunity to perform in the Southend Music Festival at the Cliffs Pavilion later in the year. It is not too late if your child would like to join the choir. There has also been a good deal of support for a range of extra-curricular activities from Year 5 children: breakdancing, basketball, football, sewing club, fencing, maths club, film club and various music groups.

The basketball team played two games against Alleyn Court. The team gained valuable experience and were prepared in order to gain 3rd place in the Southend Basketball tournament.

The football team played in the Essex finals at Colchester United training academy and came an impressive 3rd overall.

In preparation for our new theme of learning ‘The storyteller’ next term our year group were enthused and inspired this week by the talented author Jeremy Strong. They have learnt key skills to catch the reader’s attention and to use inspiration from around them to write their own stories.

Thank you for your continued support throughout this busy term.

	Year 6


I’ve enjoyed working for the School Council as I get a say in what changes I would like to happen in the school.  In the School Council we have separate jobs to make the School Council work.  My job is a Secretary and I write up the School Council minutes which tell the other school Councillors what to do.  We also get to visit lots of places and have visitors come to us.
I’ve also enjoyed working for tuck shop as I can practice my money skills and help others learn too.  I enjoy it because I can take out the stock and count the money so the teachers don’t do all the work.  I also get to write up the amount we made and get to count it with my partner who also helps run the shop.
Olivia Cross 6JA

On the 31st of January Chalkwell Hall Junior School played netball at a different school, we played ‘Thorpe Greenways’, the first game we won 4-0, the second game we lost 3-0, on the last match we won 3-1.  All in all we won a fantastic 7-4, the game was extra-ordinary, both of the teams at the end said well done to each other we all cheered and went home, it was magical!

Maisie Smith 6JA
	FINALLY …


We wish you all an enjoyable half term and look forward to welcoming the children back on Tuesday 21st February 2012.
Mr R. Spence

Headteacher

